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Domc SocioLocy : REsearcH METHODS

IRTROUDUCTION

Have you ever wondered why a subject
like sociology s callid & soclal scilence?
Mare than any aolther discipling,
soctology deals with things that are
already [amiliar o mosi people, All of
s live in soclely, and we already Know
a lolL aboul the sibjecl matter of
soctolagy — sbelal groups, Institulions,
norms, relalionships and so on—
Lthrongh onr ownl experience. [ seems
fatr, then. w ask what makes Lhe
soclologist dilferent [rom elher
meimbers of soctety. Why should s/he
be called a soctal solentist?,

Aswithall scienitiic diseiplines. the
cructal element here 1s method. or the
procedures through which knowledge
is gathered. For inithe final analysis,
soclologisis-can clatm o be different
from lay persons not because of how
mich they know or what they know,
but because of how they acquire their
knowledge. This 15 one reason for the
special importance of meithod In
suclology.

As vou have seen i the previous
chaplers, soclology is desply micrested
in the lived experience of people. For
example, when studying seclal
phienomena like friendship or religion
or bargaming n markets, the
Sociologist wanls lo know nol only
what 18 dhservable by the bystander.
but also the optnions and feelings of
the people involved. Sociologists try (o
adopt the point of view of peaple they
study. to see the world through their
cves. What does [Hendship mean Lo
people in different caltures? Whal
doés a religlons persan (hink he/she
is dotng when performing a particular
ritual? How do shopkeeper and
customer tnlerpret each other's words
and gestures while bargatning for a
better price? The answers (o such
questions are clearly part of the lved
experience ol aclors Involved, and they
are ol greal mteresi o sociology. This
need o nnderstand both Lhe catsider's
and the insider’s polnls of view Is
another reason why method 1s
particularly tmportant in sociology.
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Although 1t 15 often used smply as a
subsiiiute for forsynonym of) ‘method’,
theword ‘methodology” actually refers
o the study of method. Methodolegical
Issues or questions are thus about the
general problems of selentific
knowledge-gathering that go beyond
any one particular method. technique
or procedure. We begin by looking at
the ways 1n which soctolagistis try Lo
produce knowledge that can claim o
be scientifie.

Objectivity and Subjectivity
in Sociology

In everyvday language. the word
‘Dbjective’ means unblased. neuiral, ar
based on facts alone. In order (o be
oblective aboul something, we must
ignore our owrn feelings or attitudes
about that thtng. On the other hand,
the word ‘subjective' means someihing
thal ts based on individual values and
preferences: As you will have learnt
already, every science 15 expecied (o be
‘objective’. (o produce unbiased
knowledge based solely on facts. But
this is much harder (o da in the soclal
sciences than in the natural sciences.
For example, when a geolcolst
siudies rocks, or a botanist studies
plants, they must be careful not o let
their personal blases or preferences
alfect thetrwork. They must report the
{arts as they are; they must not (for
example) let their tking fora particular
scieniific theory or theorist mfuence the
resulis of their research. However, the
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geologist and the botangst are nol
themsedves parn of the world (hey study,
t.e. the natoral world of rocks or of
planis. By contrast. soclal scientists
study the world 1n which they
themselves ihve — the socdal world of
hniman relations. This creales spectal
problems for objectivity tn a soclal
science ltke soctology.

First of all. there is the obvious
problem of bias. Because sociologisis
are also members of soclety, they will
also have all the normal likes and
dislikes that people have. A soclologist
studying family relations will herself
be'a member of @ lamily. and her
experiences are likely Lo mfluence her.
Even when Uie soclologist has no direct
personal expertence of Lhe group s/he
15 studying, thers ts sull the possibility
of being alfecled by the values and
prejudices of one’s own social context.
Far example, when studying a casie
or religions commumnily other than her
own, the sociolosist may be Influenced
by the attitudes aboul Lhat
community prevalent in her dwn past
or present soclal environment. How do
soclologists guard against these
dangers?

One method 1s 1o Agorously and
contimiously examine one's own tdeas
and feelings aboul the subject of
research. Mare genermlly, the sovtologist
tries to take an ousider’s perspective
an herdhis own work — she fhe thes Lo
look at herself/htmself and her/his
research through Lhe eyes of others.
This technique 1s called 'self-rellextvily”,
or sometimes just ‘reflexivily’. The
saclologist constantly subjects her own
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alttiludes and opinlons 1o sell-
examinallon. S5/he (ries o consciously
adopt the point of vtew of others,
spectally those who are Lhe subjects of
her researche

One of the practical aspects of
reflextvity ts the iImporiamnce of carefully
documenting whatever ane 15 dotng.
Part of the clatms to superionty
of research methods lles in the
documentiation of all procedures and
the formal citing of all sources of
evidenioe, This ensires that others can
reirace the steps we have taken to amve
al a panticular concluston, and see for
themselves (fwe are ight. Italso helps
us to check and re-check our awn
thinking or ine of argumeni.

Bul however, self-reflexive the
soclologisi tries to be, there is always
the posstbility of unconscions bias. To
deal with this possibility. soriolpgsis
explictily mention those teatures of thetr
own soctal background that might be
retevaiil asa possibile source of blas on
Lhe Lopic being researched. This alerts
readers Lo the possibility of blas and
allows them o menlally ‘compensate’
for twhen reading e research study.
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(You conld go back to Chapter 1, and
re-read the secllon (pp. 7-8) which (alks
aboul the difference between common
sense and soctalogy).

Another probiem with objectivily tn
soctology 15 the fact that, generally,
there are many versions of the ‘truth’
i the soctal worid,. Things ook different
from different vantage potnts. and so
the soctal world typteally trivolves masny
compeling versions or inierpretations
of reality. For example. a shopleeper
anel a customer may have very different
jdeas about whal 1s a gopd price, a
young persan and an-aged person may
have very different notions of “good
food’, and so o There s no stmple
way of |Judging which paritcualar
inierpretation Is (e or mare correct.,
and often it 5 unhelpful to think n
these lerms. In fact, soctology tries not
o judge in this way because it is really
mnierested i what people think, and
wiiy they think what they think.

A furiher complication arlses from
the presence of muliple polnts of view
i1 the soctal sclences themselves. Like
ILs sister soclal selenees. soctology Loo
Isa multl-paradigmatic’ seience. Thils
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Activity 1

Camn yeiu Mu"ﬂpﬂfﬂgﬂ:ﬂlﬁﬁ' others? Wrile o short description of
from Ure penspective of: (1) your best fEend: (1) your rival ()
your teacher) ?mmmrnmwyumlnnhnhupmphmmumm
mwdfﬁ%mﬂm&pﬁmm‘m H#mnmhnrluducﬁbuymwrhmeuﬂm
proT=nn — i 'l:ﬁ'nrﬂu:‘ru;!mtlmﬂ‘urm Hhmuﬂs.:m et shure shnilar
mmwmwymmmmmmmwummm—
‘how accumie o mtsvesting do you fnd them? A there any surpnstng things
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means that compeling amd mutually
incompatible schools of (hought
coexist within the discipling (Recatl the
discusston in Chapler 2 about
conflicling theortes of soclety).

All tlhis makes objectivity a very
difficolt and complicated thing In
sociology. In fact, the old notlon of
objecttvity 1s widely constdered to be an
outdated perspeciive. Soctal sclentists
no longer believe that the tradillonal
notion of an ‘objective, disinterested’
soctal solence 15 attatnable; 1n fact such
an ideal can actually be misleading
This does not mean that there 1s no
useful koowledge Lo be obiained via
saviolpay, or that oblectivily is a nscless
conceptl. It means thai objectivity has
io be thought of as the goal of a
continuous. ongoing process rather
than an already achieved end result.

Multiple Methods and Choice of
Methods

Since there are multiple truths and
mulliple perspectives in sociclogy, it 15
hardly surprising that there are also
multiple methods. There Is no single
unique road (o secloiogical tmath. OF
course, different methods-are more or
less sulted (o tackle different types of
research guestions. Moreover, every
method has 1ts own sirengihs and
weaknesses. L is thus futlle (o argue
aboui the superiorily or infertority of
different methieds. 11 s more important
to ask I the method chosen Is the
appropriate one for answering the
gueston that 1s betng asked.

For example, if one Is miterested tn
finding out whether most Indtan

i

familes dre sl joinl famtlles’, then a
census or sutvey 1s the best method.
However, if one wislies to compare the
status of women n Joint and nuckear
families, then interviews, case studles
or participant observation may all be
appropriaie methods,

There are different ways of
classilylng or calegorising vartous
melhods commonly wused by
sociolopgistis. 1 15 conventional, for
example. to distinpuish belween
quanttative and qualitative methods:
Lhe Tormer deals in countable or
mcasurable vartables (proportons.
averages, and Lthe lke) while the lalter
dealswilh more absiract and hard Lo
mtasure phenomena lKe attiudes,
cmollons and so on. A related
distneyon 15 between methods (hat
siudy abservable hehaviour and those
that study non-observable meanings,
valissand other interpretalional things.
~Another way of classifying melhods
i5 Lo distinguish the ones that rely on
‘secondany” or already extsiing data (in
the form of documents or olbier records
and artefacts) from those that are
designed Lo produce fresh or ‘primany’
data. Thus historfeal methods typically
rely on secondary matertal found in
archives, while interviews generale
primary data. anid so on.

Yet another way of calegorisation 1s
to separale ‘micro’ (rom "“macro’
meithods. The [ormer are designed o
wark in small iInttmate settings usnally
with a single researcher: thus the
mierview and parttctpant ohservation
are (hought of as micro methods:
Macro methoids are these that are able
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to tackle large scake research mvolving
large mumbers of respondents and
invesligalors. Survey Tesearch is the most
common exampie of a ‘maco” method.
slthough same listorteal methods cam
alsn tackie macro phenomens.

Whisttever the muode of classtfication.
1L ts tmportant io remember that s a
matter of convention. The dividing line
between different kinds of methods
need not be very sharp. It is often
possible to convert one kind of method
mitoanother, or to supplement one with
another.

The cholee of method 15 usually
dictated by the nature of the research
question being addressed by the
preferences ol the researcher. and by
the constrainls of time and/or
resources. The recent {rend in soctal
sclence s 1o advocate the use of
mulitple meithods (o bear on thesame
research problem from different
vaniage polnis. This is sometimes
referred (o as triangulation’, that is. a
process of relleraling or plnpolning

something irom different directons. In

this way. different melliods can he
used Lo complement each other o
proaduce a much better result than
what mught have been possible with
caclh miethod by iiself.

Because the methods most
distinctive ol soclology are those thatl
are destened toproduce ‘primary’ dala,
Lhese are he ones stressed here, Even
willin the calegory ol leld work” based
methods, we shall Inlroduce you Lo
only the most prominenl. namely the
survey, mterview and partletpant
observalion.
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Participant Observation

Popular n soclology and specially
soclal anthropelogy, partleipant
observatlon refers (o a particular
method by whiich soctologist learns
abault soctely, cullure and le that
h/she 1s studying (Recall the discussion
on sociology and soctal anthropology
from Chapter 1).

This method 1s different from
others in many ways. Unlike other
miethods of primary dala collection lke
surveys or Interviews, [eld work
invalves a long perod of inleraction
with the subjects of research.
Typically. the soclelogist or soclal
anlhropologist  spends  many
moniths — usually aboul a year or
somelimes more — UWving among Lhe

Jpeople betng sludied as ene of them.

As a nop-nallve ‘ounlsider’. the
antbiropologisi s supposed to
Immerse himsellyhersell in e colbre
of Lhe ‘natlves —by learnlng
thetr lanenage and  paricipating
intimately ln thelr evervday e —
ti1 an elflorl toacquire all the explieit
and impliclt knowledge and
skills of the "tnsider’. Althongh the
saciologist or anthropologist usuaally
has spectlic arvas of interest. the overall
goal of "partictpant obsemvation” leld
work 15 1o learn about the "‘whole way
of life’ of a community. Indeed the
model 1s thal of the chitld: soclologists
and anthropologisis wre supposed Lo
learn everything about thetr adopitve
commumities in jusi the holistte way that
small children learm about the workd.
Parlicipant observation Is often
called field work’. The term originated
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in the natural sciences, specially
those ltke botany, zoology, geology
ete, I these disciplines. scienlsls
could not only work In the laboratory.
they had o go ot Into “the field’ 1o
learn about their subyjects (ke rocks,
Insects or planis).

P

Firrn WORE IR SOCIAL
ANTHROPOLOGY

Fileld work as a rgorous sclenliflc
method played :a major role i
establtsitng anllwopology as a soclal
science. The early anthropologtsis were
amateur enlhusiasts Interested In
exolle primitive cullures. THey were
‘armchalr scholars” who collected and
orgamised Informatton aboul distant
commmunliies [which they hiad never
(hemselves visiled) avallable from the
reporis and descriplions wrillen by
Lravellers, misslonarlies, colonlal
admiristralors, soldiers and other ‘men
ofl the spol’. For example, James
Frazers [amous book, The Golden
Bough, which Inspired many early
anthropologlsts was hased entirely on
sl second hand accounts, 48 was e
work of Emitle Durkhetn on primittve
religloni. Towards the end ol the 19th
and in the first decade of the 20th
cenlury mamy carly anlhiropologtsis,
same of whotit were nalural stlerilists
by prolesston. began to carry oul
systematic survevs and Mrst hand
observallon ol tribal languages,
customis, riluals and bellels, Rellance
oti sécond hand accounls begarn Lo be
thoughl of as unscholarty, and e good
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resulls abtained from first hand work
helped cement this growing prejudice
(See Box on next page),

Stmee the 192(0s, partictpant
observation or fleld work has been
crmsidered an integral part of social
anthropological traiming and the
principal method through which
lmowledge s produced. Almost all of
the influenilal scholars m the discipline
have dome such field work —in fact.
many commuftiles or geographical
places have become famous tn the
discipline because of their assoctalton
with classic instances of field work.

What did the soctal anthropologist
actually do when doing ficldwork?

Usnally, s/he began by doing a census

of the communily s/he was studying.
This tnvolved making a detated list of
all the people whe ived 1na commumtiy,
mchuding information sach as thelr sex,
age group and family. This could be
accompanted by an aitempt to map the
physical layout of the village or
settlemnent. ncluding the locaton of
houses and other soctally relevant stles:
One of the mmportant technigues
anthropologists use, specially m the
beginning stages of thetr leld work 1s
lo construct a genealogy ol the
commmuiity. Thismay be based on Lthe
trformaticn obtitred n the census, but
xtends muchi lurther since 1L ivolves
crealing a fmmilly ree for mdividual
members, amd extending the Bmily tree
as far hack as possible, For example.
the head ol a particular household or
family would be asked aboul lus
relatives — brothers, stslers, cousins—
in his or her own generation:
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‘Bronislaw Malinowskl snd the ‘Inventlon’ of Fiald Work

Althipagh I was not the (sl (o use thie method —dilferent verslons of |1 had
hnﬂltﬂl!dmﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂuttmhj'dhﬂfmﬁ&lﬂﬂ Broplliw Malinowski o
Polish anthropologist selllod i Britali, 15 widely belleved o have sstsbilished
Neld work as the distinctive method of soclal antheopology.  In 1914, when the
First Wardd War broke ant i Europe. Malimowski s visiting Austeain. which
was i purt of the British Empire ot st time Hotause Polaod was aonexod: by
Germuany i the war, it was declared 50 enemy country by Brtain, nond
Malinowski technically became an “encmy allen” because of his Molish meitionality.
He was, of conrse. o resperted professar at the London School of Economies and
wa 6k Wy good lerms with the Britkih snd Australiin sulliorites.  Bul shu:n
b swits technically an eneny altm. the Bw requiréd thai he be "mmwd’
oonfined L@ specific plaoe;

Hnumumullndnnﬁmymﬂmmmmmmwrﬂmmm
ihhmjsufﬂm&uﬂh!‘nﬂﬁ:&tlﬂsmﬂln‘oputnmmlmmm sib he requested
Lhe authoritics to allow him (o serve His mtmment (e Troboind Islands, o
British-Australtan  possession n (he South Padifle. This was agreed to — the
Austrfian governmment even finsnced his bip and Malinowski spent o yenr
omif o b fiving in the Trobriand {skands, He teed o ot e native vilings:
femml the Ioenl Inngnnge, and migmeted closely with the ‘natives’ i an cffort to
tenrn nbout ther culiure. He mminiained carofisl and dotaited records ol his
obsyrvaiions and also kmgq& diary, He lnter wrole books on Trobriand
culture bused on (hese leld notes and dl.pﬂl:ﬁt.‘ Hiese books quiekly becime
famsous s are cotmsldered chesles even e

Even before his Trabriand experience. Malinowskd had been converted to
the bebief thit the mtumur g timpabo lay in irect Ao urmmediated interetion
betwien the imihirnpologi=t and ' the mtive cultire. He wits convinesd that  the
MMWMWMMMMdmnhMW i lisss
tts praciitisiners engaged hemselves bn systemalic first Hand observation
proceded by imtensive it fetirming. This observation Hod 1o/ be done in
contex) — thnt f5 the onfhropologist sl (o live st e native people ansd
observe life ns i huppened mther than intorviewing indfvidon] natives
mumEmcted (0 the town or outpest for this parpese. The use of imerprolars wos
also 1o be avolded — it was only when the anilimpologist could internct direetly
with the natives-that n trae and authentic aceount of their calture could be
proshuced. .

His influentlat postiion at the Londan School of Boiosties iud the réputation
of Wix work tn the Trobrfand enabled Mallnowski ta mmipatitn for the
mstititionalisation of fickd work as a mandolony part of the trodning imparted to

studenis of anthrpoligy, 1 ahutwlprdlhrﬂh:qﬂmm;uinmmknmn
Hdthrous sdletioe worllly of scholarly rosgisol.

bS]
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then  about hisfher parents’
generallons — (ather, mother, their
brothers and sisters ete. — then about
the grandparents and thetr brothers,
sisters and so on. This would be done
for as many generations as the person
could remember. The informallon
oblained from one person would
he cross-checked by asking other
relattves the same questlons, and afler
conftrmation, a very detatled family tree
contld be dwn up, This exercise helped
Lhe soctal anttmopoelogist to understand
the kinship system of the conumumiity —
what kinds of roles different relattves
played m a person's lfe and how these
relations were malntained.

A genealogy would help acgueatm
the anthiropologist with the structure
of the communily and in a practic:l
sense would enable Him or her 1o meet
with people and become familiar with
the way the communtty Iives. Bullding
on this base, the anthiropalogst would
canstantly be leaming the language of
the community. H/she would also be
observing Ufe tn Lhe community and
making detalled notes in which the
siunificant aspecls of community Hie
would be described. Festivals, religons
or ather collecttve evenls, modes of
earung a Iiving, family relalions, modes
of chilld rearing — these are examples
of the kinds of loples that
anthropologisls would be spectally
interesied tn,  Learning about these
nstiulions and practices requires the
anthropolygst (o ask endless questions
about things that are taken for granted
by membiers of the community. This s
It sense inwhich the anthropologist

-]

wotld be Uke a child, always asking
why, whal and so on. In dotng this, e
anthropologist usually depends on one
or two peaple for most of the
mformation.  Such people are called
‘informants’ or principal infirmants’; in
the earty days the term nalhve informant
was also used. Informants act as the
anthropologist's teachers and are
cruciatly important selors in the whole
process of anthropological research.
Equally important are the detalled Geld
notes that the anthropologist keeps
during fleld-work: these noles have o
writlen up every day withou! fatl, and
can be supplemented by, or take the
form af. a datly diary,

¥
o |
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; wmm h:ﬂ.mm of fistd
- work include the following:
RudeliTe:Orawn  on the
CAndiamun Nicobior istanids;
Fvand Prilchant an the Nuer
i the Sucny; Frare Boas on
Tious: i'hlimﬁmni:m fritns
s the USA: Marsired. Mead o
Samon; Chifand Geertz on Hall
LH =S
Locote these F.hnlﬁ Ll
wiap of e woeldl, What do
oo lhorm: Hishe {1 Unlsrme?
What wonltd it hive been like
far an anthropoligist 10 fve
“'ll!il: Pmu in = slﬂtﬂg:l-
cultire? What coulil be some
of the difficultios thoy faved?
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More or less the same lechnlques are

used by soctologists when they do
fteld work. Soclological lleld work

differs nol se much n s conlent —
wlhial s done during leld-work — bul

in s context — where W Is done —
and In (He distribution of emiphiasis
across differenl areas or toples of
research. Thus, a soctologis) would
also live among a community and
allempl Lo become an “lnsider.
However, unlike the anthropologisi
who ypically wenl Lo a remole Lribal

community (o do leld work,
soclologisis did their Neld work.

among all sorts of communities.
Moreover. soclological feld work did

nol necessarily involve “Iiving in’,
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of one’s tme with the members of the
COTHIRRILY.

For example. Willlam Foole Whyte,
an American sovlologist. did his field
work among members of & sireet
‘gang’ In an [tallan-American slhum in
a targe city and wrole a famous book
Street Cormner Sactetyy. He lived in the
area [or thiree and halfl yvears ‘hanging
oul’ —jusi spending tme logether—
with members of the gang or group,
wlio were mostly poor unemployed
yvoulh. the [rst American-bom
generalion In a communily of
tmmlgranits. While (s example of
sotiological Neld work 1s very olose Lo
anthropological leld work. there are
imporianl dillerences [See Box). Bul
saclological feld work need nol only
be this kind — 1L can take different
lorms, as in the work of Michael

although it did tivolve spendingmost. Burawoy, for example,

Compnred 1o L anthropologis) wia studies o primitive tribe in o remate part of
(he world). (e siudent of 0 modern Amerloan communily fuces distinetly different
problems. In the firat place: Be s dealing with o Nieste people. 1 i certair
thal some of il people, dnd perhaps mary of ihem, will read Bis resexnh
topor, HmﬂmmutpemumnimmﬂﬁnlniIHuWMmmmwuumdm
nppm:mf}twiumt ditoveswhere the study was Actually Iscited... Tlie peoph
it e dhistrict, n[musﬂ.]&muuahuul e, sund oven the changed mimes do
nuldhmlhlhﬂhldl‘djlhmhﬁtmm They temember the tesoarcher and know
the people with whom hic pssoaated and know enough nbout (he vanons gmyps
to plaey e individunts with Witle chionee of ermr
I stehn sitantien e rescarcher cirries o bty Tesponsibility,  He would
ke ks ok Lo be of same help ta (e pebple of e disttict: 4 fosst, e wartts to
btk steps (o minimise i chanees of I dotng sny harm, flly rcognising the
possibility that certaln Indviduale maty stbfer through the publication.
— Witliam, Foals Whyle, Street Comer Soctety, pa42

anolher
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American soctologist who worked for
several months as a machinist in a
Chicago factory and wrote about the
expertence of work from the perspecie
of workers,

In Indlan soctology, an impaoriant
way In which fieldwork methods have
been used 1s m village stndies, In the
1950s, many anthropologlists and
sociologtsts, both Indtan and foretgm
began working on village life and
soclety. The village acied as the
equivalent of (he tribal community
studted by the eartier anthropologists.
It was also a ‘bomded commumity’,
and was small encugh (o be studied by
a single person — that 1s, the sociologist
could get (o know almost everyone in
the village, and observe Itfe there
Moreover. anthropology was not very
popular with natienalists (i colonial
India because of s extessive concem
with the primitve. Many educated
Indtans fell (hat disciplines ke
anthmopology carmied a eolontal blas

becanse (hey emphastsed the non-
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modern aspects of colonised sovielies
rallier than thetr progressive or posilive
sicde. So, studying villages and villagers
seemed much more geceplable and
worthwhitle for a sociologist than
studying iribes only. Questions were
also being asked about the links
between early anthropology and
coloniallsm. After all, the classie
mstances of fleld work ke that of
Malinowskl, Evans Pritchard and
countless olthers were made posstbie
by the fact thal the places and
peaple where fleld work was done were
part of colonial empires ruled by the
countries [rom where the Western
anthropaloglsts came.

However, mere than the
methodologteal reasons, village studies
were impartant becanse they provided
Indian soctalogy with a subjet that was
of greal Interest I newly Independent
India! The government was interested
tn developing runil Indta. The natlonal
movement and specially Mahatma
Gandhl had been acttvely tnvolved tn

ar on tedeviston? ?ﬂumhmmmw&lugm i Bl ar e cdevision:
i mﬂjmvnﬂtwmw Glve reassn for your atswer. !

w

“the main features of your life tn Em'm‘ it thml you
. nqnnm‘.ulqm;; uu-.quﬂlnm as they are shown
i do you think of these villages, s how. do they
absa of the cifics you hove seen which are stiown: in
would yon want @ live in them?  Give reasoms for your

hm&ﬂhnﬂ

nﬁg&hﬁwﬁhu{! that vou wniﬂd ‘winl Lo mpﬁusuh? er:m jnﬁt
woed il feoni far pevemble) ety

-II"M’ h‘h
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what were called “village uplift’
programmes. And even urban
educated Indians were interested
village lfe because most of them
reiained some [amily and receml
historical links to villages. Above all,
villages were Lhe places where mos!
Indians bved (and still doj. For these
reasons village studies became a very
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tmportant part of Indian soctology,
and feld work methods were very
well sulled for studying village
souiety.

Some Limitations of Participant
Observation

You have already seen whal partictpant
observation can do — ils matn sirength

Different Styles of Dolng Villige Studie

?MWMmmummMﬂwwwlm
Iunllﬂﬂhﬂulhmghdhtémhmawtymmmmﬁy Behind

Miusd Wails, was written by, Witliom and Charfore Wiser: o missioniry. conple
whio lived for five years i o village o Uitar Pradesh. The Wisers® book emergod
as & by product of their missionary work. although William Wiser was trained
a5 o sockslmpist and hud ewrlior wiilie as s bunh#uty&ﬁmﬂwm.

Tl ¥lllage studies of Uw :mmuﬂ df st very differont context dd were
dane i many different ways, Tlﬂ*{:lﬂﬂlui!'hl sovial hﬂlhtﬁhﬂaﬂiml siyle was
prouiticnl, willh (he village siabsiituting for the “tribe or enniy
Mm%ﬁl@mmmﬂmmummmmudmm
Srintvas’s fimous ook, The Remembend Vitlage. Srintvis. L venor in
vitfagic near Mysore that e nomed Rampum. The title of his book mefers o the
fact that Srinivass fickd nates woro destrayed i w fire, and tic b (0 write
abaut the village fmm memory.

Annther famous village study of the 19506 was S0, l:lrul:mu Irtican 'P'tlmm
As it soctil sthiropologhst at Osmania Uilversity, Dube was part of & muli-
dl:mipiln:ry tmm—-im.ludnig the deparimenis of agrcultural sciences,
munin yeterinary sctences sind medicine — il stusdied n village enlled

MMMWMWMMWMMM&
to stuiy the villaghe but dlso to develop I T fset. vests meant o e o

sort of kbormtory wikre axperimmis o designing ruml disvelopment programnes

coulid be carrod gul
Yot another siyle of doing village studies 1s seen in the Cornell Viltage Study
Prijest of e nitkated by Comiell University, the project fronight togethier

um’mpn(fﬁfﬂ;rhnmnﬂmﬂhmpﬂlqﬁﬂmmﬂ:dqﬂ&hmﬂh@%hmﬁy
several villades (n U same regon of Indfaa, nacnedy castern Lt Pradests, This
was b nmbitions aeademic project (o do mlt-disciplinary studies of village
soclety and cullure.  Some Tndbin scholafs were also involved with this projeet.
which leiped brnin mmny Amicriclns who e became well known seholisrs df

Inddiun sociey.
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ts that 1t provides a very rich amd
detalled picture of life from the
perspective of the Instder”. 1L 1s this
mstder perspective that 1s the greatest
relirn on the substantal investment of
e and effart that field work demanids.
Muost other research methods cannot
clatm to have a detatled knowledge of
the ‘field’ over a fairly long period of
Ume — they are usually based on a
shorl and quick feld visil. Fleld work
allows lor the correclon of sl
tmpresstons, which may olten be
miistaken or blased. I also permills the
researcher (o lrack changes in the
stubject of Inleresl. and alse 1o see the
impact of diferenl situations or
contexts For example, different aspects
of soctal structure or culture may bhe
brought oul in & good harvest year and
tn o bad harvesi year: people could
hehave differently when employed ar
unemploved, and so on. Becanss? s/he
spends a long perfod 'l Ume’
engagement with the feid. a pariicipant
observer can avold many of the erTors
or blases Lhal surveys. questionnialies
or shori lerm observation are eviEbly
subject Lo.

Bul like all research methiods, Neld
work alde has some weaknesses —
ollierwise all soctal scleslsts would be
using thts method alone!

Fleld work by s very nature
Involves very long drawn oul and
Intensive research usually by a single
schiolar working alone. As such. It can
only cover a very small part ol the
world —generally a single village or
small commumnity, We can never be sure
whether what the anthropologist or
sociologist observed during feldwork

&3

ts really very commaon in the larger
community (Le. In other villages, region,
or tn the country) or whether 1 Is
excepiional. This 1s probably the
Ingeest disadvantage of Aeld work.
Another important mitation of
tield work mesthod 1s that we are never
sure whether 1l 1s Lhe valee of the
anthiropologisl we are hearing or that
of Lhe people belng studied. Of
course, Lhe aim 1s o represent Lhe
views of the people betng studted, but
it 1s always possible thal the
antliropologist —whether eonsciously
or unconsciously — |5 selecting what
wAll B wrtilen dowen tn bis/her noles,
and how 1L will be presented (o Lhe
readers ol his/her hooks or arilcles.

Because hear st ol vasionavatlable

Lo us exeepl that of the anthropelogtst.
there i5-always the chance of blas or
error. However, this risk is present in
mast reseirch methods.

More generally. feld work methods
are crilletsed becanse ol the one-sided
relatlonship they are based on. The
anlhropologist /soclologist asks Lhe
questions and presents the answers
anid speaks for "te people’. To countler
this. some scholars have sugpesied
more ‘dialogle’ [ormats — that 1s. ways
of presenting feld work resulls where
the respondents and people can be
more directly mvelved. In conerele
lenms. this Involves translating the
work of the scholar mto the language
of the community, and asking thetr
opimion of 1L, and recording their
resporises: As (he social, coonomic and
political distance or gap belween the
researcher and the researched becomes
tess wide, there is greater and greater
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chanee thal the scholars verston will be
questioned, qualified. or corrected by
the people themselves. This will surely
make soctologleal research more
controverstal and much more dilficult
But i the long run thits can only be a
goorf thing hecanse 1L will help to lake
sovtl selence forwand and meskee U more
democrailc, thus allowing many more
people to participale in producing and
critically engaging with ‘knowledge”.

Surveys

Survey s probably the best known
soctological method, one that 1s now so
much a part of modern public Nfe that
it has beecame commonplace. Today it
Is used all over the world tnall sarts of
contexts going weil béyond the
coneerns of soclology alone. I bndi,

Log, we Tewve sten the Increastng use ol

surveys for varlons non-academic
purposes, including the prediction of
election resulis. devising of marketing
strategmes for selltng products, and for
eliciting popular opintons on a wide
variety of subjects.

As Lhe word Isell sngpesis, a suvey
15 an atterapl to provide an overview. It
ts a comprehensive or wide-ranging
perspecitve on-some sithject based on
informaiion obtained from a carefully
chosen representative sel of peaple.
Such people are usually referred to as
‘respondents” —they respond io
questions asked of them by the
researchers, Survey research is usually
done by large (eams consising of thase
who plan and design the study (the
researchers) and thelr-assoetates ancd
assistanls [the latter are ealled
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Investigalors’ or ‘research assistanis),
The survey guestions may be asked
and answered in vartons forms: Often,
they are asked orally during persanal
visits by the investigalor, and
samelimes through (elephone
conversallions. Responses may also be
sought tn writtng, (o ‘questtonnatres’
brought by tnvestigaters or sent
through the post. Finally, with the
increasing presence of computers angd
telecommunfcation technology, these
days (L 1s also possible for survevs Lo
be conducted electronmieally. [n this
format. the respondent recetves and
responids (o questions by emall, the
Imlermel. or stmilar electionic mediom.

Another wav is (o go 0 & nlernel
webisite Urongli inks delasils and A0 the
formal dignally available.

The survey's maln advantage as a
sociil seientilic method s that 1 allows
us 1o penerlise resulis for a large
population while actually siudying

‘otilva small porton of this population,

Thus a survey makes It possible Lo
study large populations with a
manageable iInvestment of Ume, effon
and money. That ts why Il 1s such a
popular method in the soctal sclences
and other fields.

The sample survey 15 able Lo provide
a generallsable resull desplie being
selective by taking advantage of the
discovertes of a branch of statistics
called sampling theory. The key
clement enabling this ‘shoricul’ 1s the
representativeness of the sample. How
dowe go aboul selecting a represeniative
sample [rom a given populaiion?
Broadly speaking, the sample selection

ek B
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’Hupnpnnum:rkmmufln:ﬁumnm:inimm:mhlhthswm
excrvise (i e world. tﬂmmmﬂnulymuwwlhnmrmmhﬂm s
nol conduel o segilar censns) | L fvolves lterlly lnkhs of tors @ o
stupendous amomnt of fogistival organisation not to speak: of the huge
expenditurg incorred by the Govermmend of India  Howover, W returs for this
outlay, we gel o gemuinely comprehiensive survey in which overy houschald i
Mﬂﬂmqlmdﬂmmumnmhuummlmthlnﬁh Inetutet
Obwinusly, i 15 3ot possible to cotiinet such # SEEmntic suTvey very nﬂnn. I fied.
mnnyfhvkqﬁrﬂmuﬂrhnn!mmmdudufuﬂmﬁmhﬂudthwlmd
ot simpile suiveys for their papulition data: beeause sirh Smeys lave been

focssd [ Be viery Decurte. Tnmeumnwmmwmﬁm
eunducts sumple SErvevs every yoesr on e Tovels of lmily (STTSTN
cmployment amt unempioyment jand other subjocts).  Every five At wlso
conrits B bigior surwy involving abost Iihhhhmuhuuh.ﬂﬂmnzm
thon & lakh persans all over ndia. In mm:hh_|,ngpaﬂ¢u::! n lorge
samphe. and e NSO surveys e smong e bigemt el p canduched surveys
lﬂﬂniutfi. ihwmrﬂmﬂmuﬂn;‘ u 0 of Inedia s aver one bitlion you
can seo that the five- sy * wobas @ sample thal 1S only
abiit 0.06 per cent ﬁﬂ m%ﬂm&gﬁ Iltnl'ug'm‘pft_'ml.-—nflht Iu:ﬂnnr

wmmmum;mﬁmmwuwam
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total popitlitios, Hhw NSO sample i ible 1o
despite beimg bimiert on suchy o oy proparsion.

q&hri'e prepilittien charmcteriatics

process depends o lwo main
principles,

The (i principle ts thal all the
refevant sub-groups in the population
should be recognised and represented
in the sample. Mosi large populations
are nol homogenous — they belong (o
distincl sub-calegories: THiS 18 called
stralificatton [(Note thal tus 1s a
sintistical notlon of stratification which
s different from the socielogical
concepl of stratification thal you have
studied In Chapter 4). For example.
when considering the population of
Indta. we mus| lake account of the fAct
that this population 1s divided into mral
and urban seclors which are very
different from each other. When

constdertng the rural population of any
one stale, we have to allow for the facl

that this populdtion lives in villages of
different sizes. in the same way, Lhe
population of & single village may be
siraltlled by class, caste, gender, age,
religion or other eriteria. In short, the
neien of stratification lells us thal the
representativencss ol a sample depends
on s being able 1o reflect the
characteristes ol all the relevant strala
in a gven population. Which kinds of
sirata are consldered relevant depends
ot the spectfic objectives of the research
study. For example, when doing
rescarch on atittudes towarsds rellgon,
it would be tmportanl (o include
members ol all religtons. When

bS]
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researching attiludes lowards trade
unians 1t would he imporiant to
conslder workers, managers and
industrialists, amd so on.

The second principle of sample
selection 1s that the actoal untt — Le
person ot village or household —
should be based purely on clisnce. This
15 referred (o as randomisation, which
itsell depends on the concepl of
probahitlity. You may have omme across
the tdea of probability in mathematics
course. Probability refers (o the chance
{or the ndds) of an event happening. For
example, when we loss a coln. It can
fall with the ‘head' stde up or the ‘lay’
side up. With normal ceins, the
chanece — or probability — of heads or
(ails appeartng 15 exactly the same. that
ts B0 per cent each. Which of the two

evenis actnally happens when you toss.

the coin — f.e. whether il comes ap
heads or talls— depends purely on
chance and nothing else. Evenis itke
this are called random evenis:

We use the same tdeain selecing a
sample. We try to ensure thal the actual
person or household orvillage chosen
to be part of the sample 1s chosen
purely by chanece and nothing else.
Thus. betng chiosen i the sample isa
matter of lock, like winning a Iotlery.
It 15 oniy 1l this 1s trae that the sample
will be a representative sample. i a
survev leam chooses only villages that

are hear he matn ighway (o thetr

sample. then the sample Is nol a
randotm or chance sample bul 4
purposive ane. Stmilarly, (M we choose

mostly muddle class Mousclolds, or

houseliolds thal we know, then the
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sample is again likely to be purposive.
Thite pestmid 15 that after the relevan! stmila
I @ population are identfied, the
actual choosing of sample households
ar Tespondents should be a matter of
pure chanee, This can be ensoredd in
vartous ways. [Miferent techmigues are
userd to achieve this, the commaon ones
betng drawing of lots (or lottery), miling
of dice, the use of mndom number
lables specially produced for this
purpose, and more recernitly, mEndom
mimbers generated by caleulators or
compulers,

To understand how a survey sample
Is actually selected, let us take a concreie
example. Suppose wewish [oexamine
e hypothesis (hat iving tn smaller and
more intimale commnmntttes produces

greater iInfercommmunity harmony than

living in larger, more impersonal
commuities. Forihe sakeof stmiplictiy.
lel us suppose we are inleresied anly
in the rurml sector of & single state in
India. The simplest possible sample
selecuon process would begin withia Iist
of all villages In the stale alongwitli tietr
population (Such a lst could be
abtamed from the census data). Then
we would decide on the erilena for
delining “small” and “large” villages.
From (he orfginal st of villages we now
clitntiate all the ‘medivm’ villages, Le.
those hal are nelther small nor Dig.
Nowwe have a revised st stratified by
size of village. Given our risearch
questlon, we wanl Lo glve equal
weighilape o ecach of the sbrala. Le.
small-and big villages, so we dectde Lo
selecl 10 villages from cach. To do s,
we number the lisl of small and
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big villages, and randomly select
10 numbers from each lst by drawing
lots. We now have our sample,
consisting of 10 big and 10 small
villages from the state, and we can
proceed (o study those villages (o see 1
ourimital hypothests was true or (alse.

Of course, this is 4n extremely
simple desten; actual research studies
usually Involve more complicated
destgns with the sample seleéction
process betng divided into many stages
and Incorporating many strala. Bul the
basic principles remaln the same —a
small sample ts carefuily selected such
that i 1s able to represent or stand for
the entire population. Then the sample
1s studied and the results obtained for
it are generalised to the entire
popmlation. The statistical properiles
of a scientfically selected sample
ensure Lhat the charactertsues of the
sample will closely resemble the
charatteristics of the population it Is
drawn from. There may be small
difierences, but the chanee of such
deviations occurtng can be spectfled.
This Is known as the margn of eror,
or sampling ermor. [t antses not doe 1o

i

any mistakes made by researchers but
becatse we are using a small sample
lo stand for a large population. When
reporitng the results of sample surveys.
rescarchers must spectfy the stee and
desten of thedr sample and the margin
of eTror.

The main strength of the survey
method 1s (Hat 1L 15 able to provide a
broaid overview representative of a large
population with relattvely small ontlays
of tme and money. The bigeer the
sample the more chance ILhas ofbeing
truly representative; the extreme case
here 1s that of the census, "I,li"hlt‘
meludes the entire population: In
practice, sample stzes may vary from
3040 (omany thousands. (See the box
on the Nalional Stattsiical Organisation),
It 15 nol only the stz of the sample thal
millers: s mode of seleclion 1s even
more tmportanl. Of course, declslons
on sample seleclion often be based
on praclical constderalions.

In sttuations where & census (s not
feastble the survey hecomes the only
avallable means of studying the
poputation as a whole, The unigue
advaniage of the survey Is thal

Distuins niritys y
misy be eledlion

sefocted?
reseh

| VW,

7 mﬁyi

.nrdﬂmrmuﬂs:m‘ty‘sbynwnpﬂ#slmlﬂlmﬁﬂn
chamels. When (e results of the suvey were foported. wits| the mnsgin of
umrunnuﬂmumm Wi:mynu Lokd nboul Lhie site of the sample and how 1L was
st dways be sispicions of surveys where hese aspeets of the

are nof cleardy specified, bovause without them, it §s not possibde
o evalunie the findfings.  Survey mothods ore often misused in the popudar
miodin: i chims aremde on e basis of Besed and onrepresentative somgle:
You could disrusa some specific survoys you have come across:fram ihis prant of
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Activity 5
How would you o about selecting o wpresentalive ssmple for @ survey of all
students in your schonl if the abjective of the survey were th answer the following
nuestions:

(if Do stogemstis with mumy brothors nnd sisters do betier or wome m o studics
comparet 1o those with only ane teother or sister (or gonel?

U What!ls (he most popular break-tme activity for studints in (he primary
schwil | [Classds V], middle schiool {Classes VIV, secondary school
(Ol 130 andd senbor secandary sehool (Classes XX

(i) In a studenl’s favourne subjject Hkely to be the subjeat tuuguhy the
favirrite techer? Is there any dilfercaice between boys and gl (s this

{Neta: Mabte different sampio designs for each of these questions].

Aggregate Statistics: the Alarming Decline in the Sex Ratjo
You have road aboul (he sharp Bl in the dex mtlo in Chapler 3. In recent
Hechdis, ibwwnmlfnwrﬁ&!umhclughmtrdnmmﬂumnnlmtoﬂm}m.
nnif Hir problem ties reached smrrving levels in stales sush as Punjab, Haryann,
Delhi and Himochal Prodesh.

The (fuvenile, or child) sex mitlo I8 expeessed 'ns the number of iy per
OO0 boye i the nge group of 06 years. This matlo la bien Gilling sieadily
over (e decades both Tor Tidi ts 0 whole wnd [for nmmny siates i pariiculir:
Here are seme of (e avemgo juvenile sex mijes for Indin snd seleciod siaston ns
mecorded i the Comsts of 1991, 2001 smd 2011,

Nummibier of gieis' per 1000 Boys in ' the nge jioap of 046 years
fgal 2001 201!
i 5 97 8l
Pudjeh -~ K75 798 B46
Haryana 879 18 830
Delhi 016 BGE 866
Gujaral U2 884 B9
Hhrﬁ'rtrl il Pradesh 451 H06 006

filtps:/ fuipdatee o et /oh Bl s rato-in tndi siote uise data)
(This soree: = sequred)

The l"hﬂll#ﬂ mlin ks an agremite (o macro) variable thal only Decomes
visibile whin you eollate (oo put logettior) statisties for targe ]m]mﬁ:lﬂunﬂ We
canipt tell hymmmmmmmmuaumr mmmﬂwhnﬁﬁmw‘nhbm
The relalive pmpartion of boys and girls in aty dividual Ganily eonkl alwiys
e compersitied by o differéil praporilon in other families we have nol losked
al, It is only by nsing methods like o censis or large scale sirvey that the
avernll mils for the community us a- mﬂr ran be caleubiled and (e
cars be identified. Com you think-of other socind bssucs that cim ondy be stuitied
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provides an agsregaled pleture, thal 1s,
a plelure based on a collectivity rather
than on single mdividuals taken
separately. Many soctal problems and
tssues become visible only al this
aggregalive level —they cannot he
tdenlifted at the more micro levels of
InvesUigation.

However, ltke all research methods,
survey also has s disadvantages,
Although 1L aoffers the possibility of
wide coverage, (his 15 al the rost of
depth of coverage. 1L 1s usually nol
passible lo gel in-depth informabion
from respondents as parl of a large
suivey. Betause of the large number
of respondents, the tme spent on cach
must be Imited, Moreover, sinee the
survey questionnatre 1s heing 1aken
around Lo respandents by a relatively
large number of InvesUgalors, 1L
becomes difficull to ensure thal
complicaled questions or Lthose
requiring detatled prompting will be
asked of all respondenis tn exactly the
same way., Differences in the wy
aueslions are asked or answers
recorded could inroduce errors tplh
Llhe survey. Thal i1s why (he
questionnalre [or a survey [Soimnctimes
called a 'survey instrpent) has o be
destgned very carelully —since 1L will
be handled by persons other than the
researchers Lhemselves, Wiere 15 lttle

chiance ol corrections or modificattons

in the course ol 1Ls use.

Given that there 1s no long-lerm
relationship between Investigator and
respondent and hence no familuarily
or Llrust. questlons (hal can be asked
in a sarvey have to be of the kind that
can be asked and answered hetween

&0

strangers. Questtons of a persenal or
sensitve kind cannot be asked, or
asked are bkely 1o be answered
‘safely’ rather than truthfully, These
kinds ol problems are somellmes
refered to as ‘non-sampling ermors’,
that is, errors due not (o the sampling
process but o fanlts or shortcomings
of the research destgn or the manner
im which 1t was Implemented.
Linfortunately, some of these errors are
difficult to foreses and guard asatnst,
50 that 1t 1s possibie for surveys Lo 5o
wrong anid produce nitsleading or false
estimates of the charactertsiics of a
population. Ultimately, the most
imporiant tmitation of survey is that.
ino order to be successful,
it st depend on a tghtly stroctured
milextble gquestionmatre. Moreover,
howspever well designed the
quesitonnaire might be, 1ts success
depends finally on the nature of the
interactions between investigators and
respondents, and speclally on the
goodwill and cooperation of the latter

Interview

An tnlerview 15 basically a gutded
conversalion between the researcher
and the respondent. Although 1t has
few techrdealities assoctatid with it the
stmplcity of the formal can be
deceptive because i actually takes a
lol of praciice and skill (o become a
good Interviewer., Inlerview occuples
the ground beiween a siructured
quesiionnalre of the type used
in surveys, and the completely
open-ended mleractions lypieal
of participani obhservation methods.

ek B
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Its chief advantage 1s the extreme
Nextility of the format. Questions
can be re-phrased or even stated
differently: the order of subijects or
quesiions can be changed according
1o the progress (or lack of progress) in
the conversatlon: subjects thal are
producing good material can be
extended and bulll upan others that
provoke unfavourshle reactions can be
cut shorl or postponed to a later
vecasion, and all this can be done
during the course of the mlerview lisell.

On the other hamd. many ol the
disadvantages of the mlerview as a
research method are also related to ts
advaniages. The very same flexibtliy
can also make interview vulnerable
to changes of mood on the part of
respondent, or to  lapses  of
concentrtion on the pant of interviewer.
It ts i this sense an unstable and
unpredivtable format — I warks very
well when it works, and fatls misershly
when il doesn'L.

There are different styles of
interviewing and opinions and
expertences differ as (o thetr relattve
arfvantages. Some prefer s very loosely
struetured format, with only & check-
Itst of toptes rather than actual
gquestions; oihers ke lo have more
structure, with spectiic questions to be
asked of all Tespondents. How interview
15 recorded can Mso differ acoording (o
circumsiances and preferences,
ranging from actual video or audio
recording, detatled note laking durtng
interview, or relving on memory and
wriling up the mterview afler 1 Is
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concluded, The introduction of
equipment like recorders and so on
freqjuently makes the respondent
uneasy and miroduces a degree of
formality into the conversation. Un the
other hand, important information can
samelimes go unnoticed or nol be
recorded at all when other less
comprehensive methods of record
keeping are being employed.
Someltmes the physical or social
circumstances in which the tnlesview
ts being conducted detamthe the mode
of recording, The way tn.which the
milerviey i ater wrillen for publication
or as pait of a reseireh repor can also
differ widely. Some rescarchers prefer
o edit the ranscnpl and presenl a
‘cleaned up’ conupnucus narrative;
others wish ta retain the flavour of the
ariginal eonversallon as much as
posstble and therefore include all the
astiies and digresstons as weil.

The mterview is ofien used along
with or as a supplement to other
methods, spectially participant
observatton and surveys. Long
conversatioms with key informanis’ (the
main informant In a participani
observatlon study) can often provide a
concentmted account that sttuates and
clarifies the aceompanying malerial.
Strtlardy, nlenstve tnlenvews can add
depth and detatl 1o the Indings of &
survey. However, as a melhod, the
mnterview Is dependent on personalised
accedss gl the degree of apport or
mutual trust helween the respondeni
and the researcher.
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GLOSSARY

Census: A comprehensive survey covering overy single member of o
population.

Genealopy : An extended Family iree outlining famillal relalions across
penerations,

Non-sampling Error : Errors in survey results duc in mistakes in the design
or appiiintion of methods.

Population : In the stalistical sense, the larger body [of persans, villages,
linuscholds, ote.) from which o sample 5 drawn.

Probability : The likelihood or odids of on event ooctring (in the statistioal

Irnse),

‘@Guestionnalre ! A wrilten lisd of questions (o be asked in asurvey or
Inlerview,

Randomisation ! Ensuring Lhal an event [such as the selection of o
particular itom i the samplel depods porely on chmnee and. nothing clse.
Reflexivity : The rescarcher's ability to obscrve and analyse onesell.
Sample : A subset or selectina fusually Small) denimn from: and representing
it lrger population.

Sampling Error : The unavoidable margin of error in the results of o survey

because 7l i based on mformation from only p small sample mither tham
the entire popailiadion

Stratificatlon : Accorting o the the stallstienl sense, the subdivision of a
population nto distinel groups bdsed on relevant eriteria such as gemder,
locutinn, rellgion, uge ele.

ExERcISES

1. Why is:lhe qm:sia'urt of o scientific wethod pariteularly imporionl. in
sncinlogy ™

L Whal are some of the Teasons for ‘objectivity” being more eomplicaled
In sotial sciences, particularty disciplines ke soclology?

3. How do spciologisis oy to deal with difflculties in “objectivity”™ and
sirive for objectivity?

4. What is mesnt by ‘reflexivity’ and why i 1L important in seciology?

5. Whal are seme of the things that etbnogrphers und sociologisis do
during] parllcipinl olsemmiion?
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6. What are the sirengihs and wenknesses of partivipani observation
us # method?

7. Whut are the basic cleaients of the survey method? What is ehiel
pifvaningte of this method?

8. Descrbe some of the onteria mvolved tn selocting a representative
sample,

. Stale some of the wieaknessis of Lhe survey metbod.
HY. Deserbe muin features of the interview as o research moethod.
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